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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PORT 0 01291 241803Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-05 H-02 INR-10 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 SP-02 SS-15 ICA-20 
/079 W 

041484 250012Z/66 

R241700Z APR78 
FM AMEMBASSY PORT OP SPAIN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2341 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRIDGETOWN 
AMEMBASSY GEORGETOWN 
AMEMBASSY KINGSTON 

UNCLAS PORT OF SPAIN 1291 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, TD 

SUBJECT: SNAP ELECTION REPORTEDLY TO BE CALLED POR JUNE 12 

1 . AMID INCREASING SIGNS THAT A SNAP ELECTION MAY BE IN THE 
WIND, THE TABLOID WEEKLY "SUNDAY PUNCH" OF APRIL 23 FRONT- 
PAGED A STORY REPORTING THAT JUNE 12 HAS BEEN CHOSEN AS THE 
DATE. THE ARTICLE STATES THAT A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 
RULING PEOPLE'S NATIONAL MOVMENT'S GENERAL COUNCIL HAS BEEN 
CALLED FOR APRIL 27 IN PREPARATION POR THE GENERAL ELECTION. 

IT ALSO REPORTS THAT FORMER HEIR APPARENT TO PM WILLIAMS, 

KARL HUDSON-PHILLIPS, WILL REENTER PARLIAMENTARY POLITICS 
AND RUN AGAIN FOR HIS FORMER SEAT, DIEGO MARTIN EAST, UNDER 
THE PNM BANNER. 

2. COMMENT. THE "SUNDAY PUNCH" IIS THE ONLY PUBLICATION 
THUS FAR TO GIVE A SPECIFIC DATE FOR THE RUMORED GENERAL 
ELECTION. WHILE WE CANNOT CONFIRM THE ACCURACY OF THE 
ARTICLE AS YET, ITS ASSERTIONS APPEAR ENTIRELY PLAUSIBLE 
AND CONSISTENT WITH OTHER AVAILABLE EVIDENCE. 

FOX 
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